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confess the judgment to come. You will find that
we are entreated of them whom you entreat, feared by
them whom you fear, and whom you adore. Surely
thus, at least, will you be brought to confusion in
these your errors, when you behold and hear your
gods at once, upon our questioning, betraying what
they are, and unable, even in your presence, to conceal
their tricks and deceptions."11 Again, '* You may see
them by our voice, and through the operation of the
unseen Majesty, lashed with stripes, and scorched with
fire; stretched out under the increase of their multi-
plying penalty, shrieking, groaning, entreating, con-
fessing from whence they came, and when they depart*
even in the hearing of their own worshippers; and
either leaping out suddenly, or gradually vanishing, as
faith in the sufferer aids, or grace in the curer con-
spires/'0 Passages equally strong might be cited
from writers of the same period.

33, And there are other occurrences of a distinctly
miraculous character in the earlier centuries, which
come under none of Middleton's or Douglas's Classes,
but which ought not to be overlooked. For instance,
a fragrance issued from St. Polycarp when bulling at
the stake, and on his being pierced wittt/a, swottl a
dove flew out. Narcissus, Bishop of Jerusalem, about
the end of the second century, when oil failed for the
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